2x6                                LOTH AIR.

4 There is Mrs. Campiau,' said Apollonia in a low voice,
but Lothair shook his head.

1 But perhaps if others set her the example/ ho added
after a pause ; ' Lady Gorisando is first rate, and all her
sisters sing; I will go and consult the Duchess.'

There was soon a stir in the room. Lady St. Aldegonde
and her sisters approached the piano at NY Inch was sealed
hhe eminent professor. A note was heard, and there was
silence. The execution was exquisite; and indeed there
are few things more dainty than the blended voices of
three women. ISTo one seemed to appreciate the perform-
$nee more than Mrs. Campian, who, greatly attracted by
what was taking place, turned a careless ear even to the
honeyed sentences of no less a personage than the Lord
Bishop.

After an interval Lady Corisande was handed to the
piano by Lothair. She was in fine voice and sang with
wonderful effect. Mrs. Campian, who seemed much in-
terested, softly rose and stole to the outward circle of the
group which had gathered, round the instrument. When
the sounds had ceased, amid the general applause her voice
of admiration was heard. The Duchess approached her,
evidently prompted by the general wish, and expressed hei
hope that Mrs. Campian would now favour them. It was
not becoming to refuse when others had contributed so
freely to the general entertainment, but Theodora was
anxious not to place herself in competition with those who
had preceded her. Looking over a volume of music she
suggested to Lady Corisande a duet in which the peculiari-
ties of their two voices, which in character were quite dif-
ferent, one being a soprano and the other a contralto, mi^ht
be displayed. And very seldom in a private chamber had
anything of so high a class been heard. Not a lip moved
except those of the singers, so complete was the fascination,
(ill the conclusion elicited a burst of irresistible applause